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1. Read the provided poem written by Jamie Smith, a homeless man living on the streets 
of Manchester. Split the class into groups to discuss how the poem reflects the 
challenges faced by homeless people across Britain.

2. Ask your pupils (in groups or on their own) to write a poem which challenges the 
misconceptions people have about rough sleepers.

ENGLISH

Teacher Tip We love to see your work! Send in your poems to  
fundraising@alabare.co.uk with the name of your school and we may 
share your poems on our social media.

“Sat on the edge of society,  
Wonderin why am not a priority.

“Whats come of my life an come over me,  
my life’s in tatters can’t you see.

“Beggin at the bank everyday,  
get a job get a life people say.

“I get no benefits, just what people give,  
to buy food + drink to help me live.

“I live in the streets doorway’s my bed,  
people think am thick in the head.

“It’s just me, myself and I,  
nobody wants me do you know why.

“Don’t deserve to live with a smile,  
to make my life worth the while.”

In 2018, a poem by Jamie Smith captured the hearts of people online after his heartfelt words 
described the perils of life living on the streets.

A plaster by trade, Jamie ran into some trouble 2 years ago which started a domino effect that saw 
him and his wife end up homeless with only £57 pounds to their name. To make money, Jamie writes 
poems about his life on the streets and his wife creates friendship bracelets. 

They try and save up £28.00 a day so they can afford to get a little hostel room to be warm, get 
food and water and washed. 

Sadly Jamie’s story is not unique, homelessness has increased by 165% across the UK. Alabaré 
run a range of homes, drop in centres and support services dedicated to helping the homeless 
and vulnerable. Anyone can be be affected by homelessness. Relationship breakdowns, loss of 
employment and ill health are all common reasons why someone can become homeless, but there 
are many others.



1. Watch: BBC III mini documentary about Brian Peterson, a Californian Artist who 
paints rough sleepers.

2. Illustrate / Sculpt: Encourage pupils to create an artistic interpritation of youth 
homelessness.

3. Adobe Photoshop: Design a charity fundraising advertisement about youth 
homelessness to be displayed on public transport or in a public location.

ART/I.T.

Teacher Tip We love to see your work! Send in your artwork to  
fundraising@alabare.co.uk with the name of your school and we may 
share your poems on our social media.

Brian Peterson is an artist who is devoted to befriending the homeless community in downtown 
Santa Ana, in California. He paints vibrant portraits of some of these rough sleepers, and uses the 
proceeds from the sale of each painting to help get them off the streets. The video shows 2 of his 
subjects, Kim and ‘Stevie Boy’.

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=2xcy1ds-
M6c

This is a bench
Not a home

Gift a gift of hope this Christmas
alabare.co.uk/donate

We see things that
most people don't

Homelessness has increased
by 165% since 2010

This Christmas, hundreds of people will 
be forced to sleep on the streets

Website Link:



1. Wealth & Poverty: Read the provided BBC Bitesize article (printable) on Christianity 
and extreme poverty. Create a classroom ethics discussion around Wealth and 
Poverty.

2. Values: Discuss Alabaré’s founding principles and how these link with Christianity:

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Teacher Tip Get in touch! If you would like a member of our team to speak to 
your class about our founding story, values and current charitable 
work please contact us at fundraising@alabare.co.uk

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/
z4g9mp3/revision/4

Care Compassion Generosity Respect

Website Link:



1. Geography: Watch the provided video on human displacement. Create a discussion on 
how natural and man-made disasters can cause housing crisis’.

2. Personal Development: Invite an Alabaré staff member to talk to your pupils about 
Alabaré’s work. Our team can highlight some of the latest statistics as well as the 
causes of homelessness. Email: fundraising@alabare.co.uk or call 01722 346548.

OTHER

Teacher Tip Alabaré provide homes for homeless adults, young people, parents 
and babies, Veterans as well as adults with Learning Disabilities. If 
your pupils are interested in a particular area of our work (e.g. 
youth homelessness) let our team know and we can provide more 
information about our work in those projects.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/
z8g334j/revision/4

Website Link:


